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THE NARCISSISM OF SMALL DIFFERENCES

Overheard on campus:
“It’s not so much that I'm pro-choice as [ am anti-baby.”

o

Last week’s Transportation Engineering class met at
a Rockland County mall over an hour away from New
York, so naturally no one showed up. But Professor
Daniel Peterson had required everyone to email an
RSVP, and followed up by opening the class by an-

nouncing everyone’s excuses:

Professor Peterson: “You! How was the school play?”
Student: “Um, excellent, actually!”

Peterson: “I'm glad to hear it! And you, did you get
your lacrosse team together in time for the big game!”
Student: (fifieen second pause) “Yes.”

e

DO THE RIGHT THING

Overheard in Butler Café, two girls talking to each
other toward the back of the long line:

Girl 1: “Oh my god I am so excited for this chai latte.
Like, I really need it.”

(Girl 2 nods emphatically in agreement)

Girl 1: “But I never know whether to get the small or
the medium.”

Girl 2: “I mean, do what you think is right.”

(Both pause to study the Blue Java menu intenscly)
Girl 2: “There’s only a 10 cent difference between the
small and the medium, so you should definitely splurge

!99

The small is listed as $2.85, while the medium is $2.90.

MARCH 2008

From a recent CCSC email from President Diamond:

“Do you want to be respected? Do you want the power
to book spaces? Do you want to enlighten other?”

...and later, from that same email:
“Midterms destroy everything that is relaxed in your
body!”

Subaltern secks ability to speak, massage.
oo

A man on campus, speaking into his cell phone:

“What, did she like hit clear on all the SAS programming?”
[long pause]

“Dude that sucks... I guess just tell her to wear
shorter skirts to work or something.

Yeah man, okay, peace.”

[He hangs up]

Who says women don’t have the self-esteem to com-
pete in science-related fields?

o

Male (firtationsly): Yeah, Ritalin makes me jittery and
Adderall just stops working!

Female: Yeah, because you have to keep increasing it.
M: I basically just stalled at two in the afternoon dur-
ing study weck.

F (leaning in): So where did you get the Adderall?

M: Psych Services.

F: Really? “‘Cause my friend went there and they just
wouldn’t give him any!

M: Yeah, I had to go through some testing. [Pause]
I'm really OCD too.
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The following email advertising Senior Night was sent
to all Columbia College seniors:

“Senior Night tonight at the West End
(..still refuse to call it Havana
Central)

They are giving out Becks
glasses, Anheuser hats, and
Miller Light keychains.

See you later”

Entirely futile CCSC
correspondence, as ev-
eryone worth his weight in
promotional Bud Light fuzzy
dice knows most seniors won’t
leave their dorms for anything
less than a novelty PBR inflatable
saxophone.

o

During a demonstration of the movement of iron
filaments on a projector screen under the influence of
a magnet, Professor Parsons, who teaches the Intro to
Electricity and Magnetism course, decided to pick up
where Psych Services left off.

Parsons: What do you sec?

[he gestures at the desggn on thewall. The class is silent. |
Parsons: Anyone done psychotherapy recently? Do
you see your parents? Are they arguing?

[pause, then class laughs nervously/

o

Go Ask Alice!, Columbia’s online health and sexuality
forum, recently moved offices. During the reloca-
tion, one employee recorded the following list of
sexual accoutrement and sterilized goods that were
left in their wake:

e Inflatable microphone

e Condom shaped hats

e Cotton pads for removing makeup

e Abook called Rape, Rape, Rape, Rape

e Tripods: about 15 of them.

e Playdough

e “Liude Airport” sticker book

e ACD with the caption: “Bridging the gap be-
tween the leather bar and your bedroom!”

The BWGossip alias recently received an email from
Chancellor Arnold Eisen announcing a contest to
compose the official song of the Jewish Theological
Seminary. After detailing the guidelines of
the contest—"any lyrics must include
both Hebrew and English”—Chan-
cellor Eisen wished students luck
and signed the email:

“Warmly
arnold eisen signature 2

Chancellor Arnold Eisen”

Because “arnold eisen
signature 1” would have been
completely inappropriate.

&
A student on his cell phone standing in Butler,
just outside of room 210. He stands and waits as
the call goes to voicemail. He leaves the following

message:

“Yo. My sister shaved her head. Her /ead. Later man,
peace.”

Later, bro.
o

A Monthly Pop Culture Review with the Columbia
Games Club:

Gamer Male 1: “I drink your milkshake!”

Gamer Male 2 (completely incredulows): “What's that
from?!”

GM 1: “I think it’s from a fad comedy show.”

Join us next month as the Games Club (incorrectly)
references Old School, Googles “LOLCats.” D&D
may never be the same.

Ten minutes later:

Gamer 1: “Fuck seagulls.”
Gamer 2: “Yeah! Fuck ‘em!”

e

Deluxe... it’s what’s for dinner!
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